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HIST-UA 830: Global Cities in History, from New Orleans to Shanghai 
Jeppe Mulich 

Summer 2014  
Monday and Wednesday, 11:00-2:00, SILV 500 

 

From New Orleans to Cape Town and from Singapore to Shanghai, the history of 

colonialism is in no small part the history of global port cities. These urban and maritime 

spaces were hotspots for international trade, politics, and cross-cultural encounters and 

conflicts as European empires expanded their reach both eastward and westward.   

 

Today, many of these former colonial cities are some of the most important vectors of 

globalization and arenas for challenges to the political order of the day. The relationship 

between processes of globalization, urbanization, and colonization is a crucial one for 

understanding the origins of our present world, but are too often forgotten in debates that 

look to the future without paying attention to the legacies of empire and colonialism.  

 

The course includes both examinations of such historical cities in their own right, as well 

as juxtaposition with their present incarnations in order to tease out the lasting influences 

of their colonial and pre-colonial legacies. We will consider how history can be used as a 

lens to understand the complexities of these global points of connectivity and how cities 

can provide a window into the processes and practices of both colonialism and 

globalization. 

 

While there will be short introductory lectures on each topic, the course as a whole 

centers on participant-driven discussions. The material we cover will range beyond that 

of scholarly work, to include magazine articles, podcasts, and documentary films – all of 

which will constitute sources of information as well as topics for analysis.  
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Evaluation 

Weekly writing assignments – 3 x 10%	   30%	  
Class participation	   25%	  
Discussion leader	   10%	  
Final paper topic and draft	   10%	  
Final paper	   25%	  

 
Course policies 

Attendance and participation: 

• Attendance is crucial. While the first absence will be permitted with no questions 

asked, a second absence will be reflected in the participation grade, and a third 

absence will result in a failing grade. 

• Each session lasts three hours, and there will be short breaks midway through. 

Feel free to bring any food, soda, or caffeinated beverages to class.  

• Make sure to complete all the readings prior to class, and come prepared to 

discuss them. Participation in discussions is key to getting the most out of the 

course. 

Weekly assignments: 

• In weeks 2 through 6 there will be short in-class writing assignments on 

Wednesdays. These are one-page analyses of sources that will be handed out in 

class, drawing on the readings for that week. 

• The two lowest graded assignments will be dropped at the end of the course. 

Discussion leader: 

• At the start of the course each student will be assigned a day on which they will 

act as discussion leaders. This means that you will have to present that day’s 

readings in a short presentation (about 10 minutes), and ask questions related to 

the topics and readings to the class in order to get the discussion started. 

Final paper: 

• Time will be set aside during the first two weeks to develop individual research 

projects for the final paper. Topics for these are due week three and rough drafts 

are due week five. 
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• These projects, 10-12 pages in length, will focus on the analysis of primary 

sources and will be related to the themes covered in the course as applied to a city 

or area of the student’s choice. 

• Papers must be double-spaced, with one-inch margins and numbered pages, 

following any standard reference style, submitted in hard copy. 

Moses Center for Students with Disabilities: 

• If you are student with a disability who is requesting accommodations, please 

contact New York University’s Moses Center for Students with Disabilities. You 

must be registered with CSD to receive accommodations. Information about the 

Moses Center can be found at www.nyu.edu/csd. The Moses Center is located at 

726 Broadway on the second floor. 

Religious holidays: 

• NYU’s policy is to accommodate students’ observances of religious holidays.  In 

order to receive accommodation, you must notify me during the first two weeks of 

the course of any planned absences related to religious observance.   

• Further details on NYU’s policies may be found at: 

http://www.nyu.edu/about/policies-guidelines-compliance/policies-and-

guidelines/university-calendar-policy-on-religious-holidays.html 

Academic honesty: 

• Intellectual integrity is the university’s most fundamental commitment.  

Plagiarism of any kind will be penalized to the fullest possible extent, without 

exception.  

• The most common causes of plagiarism are not deliberate dishonesty, but stress 

and uncertainty.  You are encouraged to begin assignments well in advance of the 

deadline, and to check with me if you have any questions.  Whenever you draw 

upon somebody else’s words or ideas to make a point, give them credit in a note.  

If you have questions about these requirements, do not hesitate to ask. 

• For further details on university policy, strictly adhered to in this class, see: 

http://cas.nyu.edu/page/ug.academicintegrity 
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Course materials 

Books to buy: 

• John M. Carroll, A Concise History of Hong Kong. Hong Kong: HKU Press, 2007. 

• Alejandro de la Fuente, Havana and the Atlantic in the Sixteenth Century. Chapel 

Hill: UNC Press, 2011. 

 

Books on reserve in Bobst or available online through NYU: 

• Ryan Bishop and John Phillips, Postcolonial Urbanism: Southeast Asian Cities 

and Global Processes. New York: Routledge, 2003. 

• Swati Chattopadhyah, Representing Calcutta: Modernity, Nationalism and the 

Colonial Uncanny. New York: Routledge, 2005 [online version]. 

• Shannon Lee Dawdy, Building the Devil’s Empire: French Colonial New Orleans. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2009 [online version]. 

• Mark Frost and Yu-Mei Balasingamchow, Singapore: A Biography. Hong Kong: 

HKU Press, 2010. 

• Zhidong Hao, Macau: History and Society. Hong Kong: HKU Press, 2011. 

• Gordon Matthews, Ghetto at the Center of the World: Chungking Mansions. 

Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2011. 

• Paul M. Pressly, On the Rim of the Caribbean: Colonial Georgia and the British 

Atlantic World. Athens, GA: University of Georgia Press, 2013 [online version]. 

• Saskia Sassen, The Global City: New York, London, Tokyo (revised edition). 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2001. 

• Randy J. Sparks, Where the Negroes are Masters: An African Port in the Era of 

the Slave Trade. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2013. 

• Philip J. Stern, The Company-State: Corporate Sovereignty and the Early Modern 

Foundations for the British Empire in India. Oxford: OUP, 2011 [online version]. 

• Jeffrey N. Wasserstrom, Global Shanghai, 1850-2010: A History in Fragments. 

New York: Routledge, 2009 [online version]. 
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Class Schedule 

 
Week 1 – Approaches to the topic 

• Monday: Course introduction 

• Short reading handed out in class (“The Shipping News,” Fortune 

Magazine, May 21, 2012). 

• Wednesday: The colonial city as an object of analysis 

• Listen to Cities in History podcast by Katrina Gulliver, eps 2-4 (~30 min). 

• Saskia Sassen, The Global City, pp. 3-16. 

• D. Keene, “Cities and Empires”, Journal of Urban History 32:1, pp. 8-21. 

 

Week 2 – Early vectors of empire: The Americas 
• Monday: The colonial ports of North America 

• Paul M. Pressly, On the Rim of the Caribbean: Colonial Georgia and the 

British Atlantic World, chapter 4. 

• Shannon Lee Dawdy, Building the Devil’s Empire: French Colonial New 

Orleans, chapters 2-3. 

• Wednesday: Island ports and transatlantic shipping  

• Linda Rupert, “Contraband Trade and the Shaping of Colonial Societies in 

Curaçao and Tierra Firme,” Itinerario 30:3, pp. 35-54.  

• Alejandro de la Fuente, Havana and the Atlantic in the Sixteenth Century, 

chapters 2 and 4. 

 

Week 3 – Outposts and company-states: Africa and South Asia  

• Monday: Trade and power on the African coast 

• Randy J. Sparks, Where the Negroes are Masters, Intro and chapters 5-6. 

• Kerry Ward, “Tavern of the Seas? The Cape of Good Hope as an Oceanic 

Crossroads During the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centuries,” in 

Seascapes: Maritime Histories, Littoral Cultures and Transoceanic 

Exchanges, pp. 137-152. 

• Discussion of paper proposals in class. 
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• Wednesday: Calcutta and the British East India Company 

• Swati Chattopadhyay, Representing Calcutta: Modernity, Nationalism, 

and the Colonial Uncanny, chapters 1-2. 

• Philip J. Stern, The Company-State: Corporate Sovereignty and the Early 

Modern Foundations of the British Empire in India, pp. 3-15. 

 

Week 4 – Straits and concessions: East and Southeast Asia 
• Monday: Singapore and the Strait Settlements 

• Stephen Dobbs, “The Singapore River/Port in a Global Context,” in Heng 

and Aljunied, Singapore in Global History, pp. 51-66. 

• Frost and Balasingamchow, Singapore: A Biography, chapters 8-14. 

• Wednesday: Shanghai and the treaty ports  

• Jeffrey N. Wassterstrom, Global Shanghai, 1850-2010: A History in 

Fragments. 

 
Week 5 – Colonial city-states: Macau and Hong Kong 

• Monday: Ghost people in the Middle Kingdom 

• Zhidong Hao, Macau: History and Society, pp. 55-81 

• John M. Carroll, A Concise History of Hong Kong, chapters 3-8. 

• Wednesday: Kowloon Walled City 

• Listen to the 99% Invisible podcast, episode 66 – “Kowloon Walled City.”  

• City of Imagination [documentary to be watched in class]. 

• Discussion of final papers and feedback on drafts. 

 

Week 6 – Globalization and colonial legacies 
• Monday: Cities as nodes of globalization 

• Gordon Matthews, Ghetto at the Center of the World, pp. 7-50. 

• Evan Osnos, “The God of Gamblers: Why Las Vegas is Moving to Macau,” 

The New Yorker, April 9, 2012. 

• Maya Jasanoff, “A Passage from Hong Kong,” The New York Review of 

Books, April 3, 2014. 
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• Wednesday: Colonial legacies and persistent patterns 

• George Marcus and Angela Rivas Gamboa, “Contemporary Cities with 

Colonial Pasts and Global Futures,” in Bishop and Phillips, Postcolonial 

Urbanism, 227-244. 

• Clips from Victoria’s Empire [BBC travel documentary to be watched and 

discussed in class]  


